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ErxksIANs IV. z. 
Endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit, in 
the Bond of Peace. | 


E T is a ſad Occaſion of every good Man's Grief and 
& Amazement, to refle& as well upon the Schiſms 
in and from the Church of Exgland, in particular, 
mas upon the broken divided State of Chriſtianicy 
in general: That altho its firſt Author was the Prince 
of Peace; the moſt incomparable Example of Love and 
Meekneſs; tho' the Law, which he gave, was every 
way ſuitable to his Nature and Behaviour, a Law of 
Love, and Peace, and Unity; tho the Apoſtles reite- 
rate this Doctrine, with the moſt earneſt and pathetick 
Exhortations, invite all Chriſtians to it, with the moſt 
glorious Promiſes, and charge the breach of it with 
the ſevereſt Reproofs and Threatnings ; yet, alas for 
Chriſtendom ! and to the Shame of Chriſtzans ! this has 
been the Commandment, that of all others has been 
the moſt ſcandalouſly broken: And what by the am- 
bitous Pride and Cruelty of one Part, and the reſtlefs 
Factions of the other, and the furious and unruly Heats 
and Contentions, and Hatred of Both, it has almoſt 
far'd with that pure Religion which Chriſt taught, as 
it did with Chris? himſelf, to be crucify'd betwixt Two, 
Popery and Enthuſiaſm. _ | 
Sure I am, that we, the Sons of our dear Mother, 
the Church of England, are happy above all the Peo- 
ple upon Earth; who are baptiz'd into a Church, 


which, tho perhaps we will not boaſt to be abſolutely 
free from all inferior Errors, and without Spot or a; 79 
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kle, yet we may ſay, without Vanity, is, this Day, the 
pureſt, the moſt perfect, and primitive, that we know 


of in the World: A Church, which for the Soundneſs 


and Orthodoxy of its Doctrine; the Wiſdom and Tem- 
per of its Diſcipline and Government ; the peculiar 
Greatneſs and Extent of its Charity; the right Admi- 


niſtration of its Sacraments; the Matter and Method 


of its Prayers ; the Decency of its whole Worſhip: the 


Excellency of its Preaehings; the Learning of its Preach- 
ers; and, I was going to add, the Sincere Piety of its 


Profe ſſors, might lay the juſteſt Claim to an univerſal 
Obedience; and if Obſtinacy and Ignorance; an undue 
Admiration of Mens Perſons, and ſuch like cauſeleſs, 


but fatal Hindrances, were out of the Way, would 
charm down all the Diſtinctions of Sects and Parties 


whatſoever. And yet alas! by too ſad Experience, to 
the reproach of this Holy Inſtitution, or, I ſhould ra- 
ther have ſaid, thoſe who live under the Means of it, 


there have been nowhere more unhappy and unna- 
rural Quarrels and Diviſions, and moſt of em about no 


great Matters ; a few decent and orderly, or, to ſay 
the leaſt, harmleſs indifferent Ceremonies, but nothin 


wherein the Subſtantials of Religion, or the Salvation | 


of Men is at all concern'd. 


Whether we ſhall ever ſee an End of theſe deplora- 
ble Diviſions, and that bleſſed Union reſtor'd to the 
Church, that we ſkall all with one Heart, and one 
Tongue, glorifie God, we know not, God only knows. 
However, this we all know, that · it is the Duty of eve- 
ry Member of it, to pray for it; and promote and ſeek 
the Peace of our Jeriſalem, as much as he is able z 
every one in his ſeveral Station and Capacity. And, I 
befeech jon therefore; Brethren, in the Holy Spirit of 


St. Paul, and in the Name of our Lord Jeſas, that e 
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walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith ye are call'd, with 
all lowlineſs and meekneſs, with long - ſuffering, forbearing 


one another in love. Endeavonring to keep the nity of the 


Spirit, in the Bond of Peace. 


However difficult the Practice of theſe Words is, 1 
take the Meaning of em to be very plain and eaſie ; for 


think all Interpreters are agreed, that by the Vnity of 
the Spirit, is meant Unity of Love and Charity, and 
brot herly Kindneſs; and by the Bond of Peace, the ex- 
ternal and cloſe Communion of Chriſtians, in the Pro- 
teſſion of one and the ſame true Faith and Religion; 
when Chriſtians are all of one Mind, and keep that 


Unity in the myſtical Body, the Church, { whereof Chriſt col. 1.18. 
ir the common Head) as the Members of the natural 


Body do in one another. 


Which being a Duty, as I have already obſerv'd, 


that has been the moſt carefully fenc'd up, and yet of 
all otliersthe moſt generally broken; we are bound in 
Duty to God, and Charity to the Souts of Men, to 
bring in all the Aſſiſtance we can to repair theſe wide 
Breaches, and that Men may keep the Unity of the Spirit, 
in the Bond of Peace. 


In endeavouring to contribute to which great and 
good End, I beg your Patience, whilſt I ſet before you, 


in the | 


Iſt Place, The indiſpenſible Engagements that all Chris 


ſtians are under, and we of this Nation in particular, 


unanimouſly to promote the publ ick Peace of theChurch, 


and Eccleſiaſtical Communion. 
Hdly, I ful inquire, (but very briefly, and in the 


Spirit of Love and Meekneſs) where the Fault of 
the Breach of this great Law lies; whether in out 
a ſel ves, 
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ſelves, who keep to the Eftabliſh'd Church, or thoſe 
who have left it to go to ſeparate Aſſemblies ? Whe- 
we have given them any juſt Cauſe of Offence and Se- 
paration, or whether they have ſeparated unjuſtly, and 
taken Offence where none was given? And lince, as 
I ſhall ſhew you, we can appeal to Heaven and 


Earth, that our Church is clear from all Sin and 
Scandal, I hal, 


IIIdly, Shew, how we, the Members of the Church of 
England, ought to behave and carry our ſelves, that 
we may neither incur the Guilt of the breach of Unity 
and Charity our ſelvet, nor be Partakers with them 
in their Sins that do. Theſe Three Points, I think, 
are fairly offer'd from the Text: Upon which Tſhall, 


in the 


IVth and laſt Place, make Two or Three ſhort RefleFi- 
ons, And, 


Firſt, I am to ſet before you, The indiſpenſible Olli. 


gations that all Chriſtians are under to Peace and 


Unity, and the promoting Eccleſiaſtical Commumon. 
And that, | 


iſt. Becauſe 4 Spirit of Schiſm, and Diviſion, is direFly 
. to the Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, aud the 
undamental Lame of it. It is contrary to the Deſign 
Epheſ 4. 0f the Chriſtian Religion ; which was to make us all 
15, 16. One Body, united to one Chriſt, who is the Head. And 
na 15, accordingly Chriſt prays for all that ſhould believe on 

1 — 7 his Name; That they all may be One, as thon Father art 
in me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be One in me. 
For theſe great Ends, no doubt, among many others, 
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to diſpoſe and incline us to Peace and mutual Kind- 


neſs ; and that the Truths and the Practice of his Ho- 


ly Religion might be the better kept up in the World. 

It is-likewiſe oppoſite to the main Precepts of the 
Goſpel, which beſeech us by the Name of the Lord Jeſus 1 Cor. 1. 
Chriſt, that there be no Diviſions among us; but that we 10. 
be perfeckly join'd together in the ſame Mind, and in the Phil. 1. 


ſame Jud g ment; and that we ſtand faſt in One Spirit 3 27. 
and mark them that cauſe Diviſions among us, and a- Rom. 16. 


void them. All which Precepts, and many more that 17. 
might reckon up, were Perſwaſives to Chriſtians, as 
they were Members of particular Churches, firmly to 
perſevere in the viſible Communion of thoſe Churches; 
and on no Terms or Pretences to ſeparate from em, 
where they might join lawfully, and with a good Con- 
ſcience: And accordingly Separation was lookt upon 
as a Thing ſo heinous and deteſtable, in the firſt and 
beſt Ages of the Chriſtian Religion, that none but He. zip. 1,5. 


reticks and Apoſtates were ever guilty of it; and Dif- 33 


ference in leſſer Matters was never the leaſt Hindrance gad. Af. 
of Peace and Chriſtian Communion, And with good |. 7. c19, 


Reaſon, Becarnſe | 
2dly. The Growth and Intereſt of Chriſtianity depend 


ſo much upon it, For when Chriſtians are crumbled in- 


to Sects and Parties, and (which has always been the 
inſeparable Reſult of ſuch unhappy Diviſions) are each 
of em eagerly contending for their own Ways ; can 
there be any Courſe: more deſtructive to Chriſttanity 
than this? And do not our Eyes plainly fee the ill 
Effects of it? Does not, by this Means, the old Spirit 
of Infidelity and Atheiſm, which heretofore lurk'd on- 
ly in the dark, appear now in publick, and haunt us 
in the Face of the Sun? Does not Wickedneſs hereby 
ride triumphant among us, and Men cover their own' 
oO OREN He: wank: 
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avant of Religion, with our abounding ſo much in the 
Diſputes about it? Nay, are not theſe. Things a Hin- 


drance to thoſe within, as well as a Scandal to all that 
are without? Yes, even the Strong hereby are wea- 
ken'd, the Weak made wavering, and the Waveri 

throw Religion off, and renounce it. The Study of 
of good Manners is forgotten, and the Practice of Ho- 


lineſs neglected: Rcligion.is eclips'd, and the Church 
_deſpis'd and ſhaken ; tis hard to ſay, which is worſt. 


And therefore Hereſie and Schiſm have been the 
Two chief Engines, wherewith the Devil has in all 


Ages endeavour'd to overiurn the Chriſtian Religion; 


and tho' we are aflur'd that Hell can never preuail.to far 
againſt it, as to deſtroy it; yet, to the Grief of all good 
Men, it has been miſerably ſhatter'd, and a very great 
Part of the Chriſtian. Churches been intirely raz'd by 
.them. 

3dly. As Diviſions. and Schiſms have this notorious 
Miſchief al tending em, that they are a fatal Hindrance to 


the Chriſtian Rel gion in general , ſo they are'likewiſe to the 


Security and Intereſt f the Proteſtant Churches, and to that 
Rampire and Bulwark of all the reſt, the Church of Eng- 
land in particular. For beſides that Scepticiſm and D 

iſm, and, which is worſe, a Deluge of .Irreligion and 
Hy pocriſie have been let in upon us at theſe Breaches : 
Methinks, it:ſhou'd be a loud Call to our Union, and 
make us all Friends, to .think af our ſure, inveterate, 
and common Enemy from Rome ; who as they have 
been always watching Advantages, and with the moſt 
unweary'd Induſtry, \ he to deſtroy us; ſoit has 
been their chief Policy and Wiſdom, to do it by divi- 
ding us. Were we at Peace and Unity among our ſelves, 
they well know we ſhould be impregnable; and neither 
our Church nor State need to fear all the Malice and 


Power, 
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Power, and Subtilty of the Enemy; but while they ſee 


us ſo tame, as to be made their Tools, and ſuffer out 
ſelves to be divided and ſubdivided into ſo many Sects 
and Parties, this is to them a good Preſage of our In- 
ſecurity and Ruin, and they are forward to hope the 
univerſal Empire of their Religion not far off, becauſe 
they know, if they get ours once down, the other re- 
form'd Churches will be deſtroy'd, and fall of Courſe. 

O that our Nation therefore, the Separatiſts eſpeci- 


ally, were wiſe ! that they underſtood this! that they 


would but confider who they are influenced by! and fo 
be prevail'd with at laſt to return to the Communion 
of the Church, and firmly unite with us for our mutual 
Defence and Safety, againſt the treacherous Deſigns of 
theirs, and our worſt Enemy. 

Athly, and laſtly, Peace and Unity is no leſs neceſſary 
to the ſpiritual Growth and Advantage of every particular 
Member of the Church, than it is to the Charch it ſelf. 
Were we, for Inſtance, but all heartily united in one 
and the ſame publick Worſhip and Communion, what 
Life and Vigour would it reſtore to that other Union, 


which is of late fo much extingaiſh'd and dead among 


us, the Union of Love and Charity ; that bright ſhi- 
ning Grace, that one half of the Religion of a Chriſti- 
an! and whilſt it prevented abundance of hard Speeches, 
uncharitable Cenſures, and unchriſtian Quarrels and 
Provocations, would perfectly work out of us all that 
ſower Leaven, which is but too too often moulded in- 
to the Breaſts of thoſe Men, who are engag'd and-ad- 
dicted to a Party, and which by ſad Experience we 
find is of ſuch a malignant diffuſive Nature, as to fer- 
ment and invenom the State it (elf. This, this, is that 
which would reſtore the ancient Diſcipline and Autho- 


ng of 
Mens 


A Viftation Sermon, &c. 


Mens Lives, and preſerving it from the Scandal and 
Infection of bad Examples. This woud in a great Meas 
ſure ſecure its Members from Hypocriſie; and that too 


56 


Sect to Sect, till they come to have no Religion at all. 
In a Word, were we not ſo taken up in a reſtl:{s un- 
2 22: feaſonable Contention about Mint and Cummin, the 

Circumſtantials and Ceremonies of Religion, we ſhou'd 
have more Leiſure for the ſubſtantial Duties of it, 
and not omit the weightier Matters of the Law, Judg- 
ment, Mercy, and Faith. For, in Truth, it is Mens be- 
ing ſo full of their Diſputes of Religion, that makes 
em ſo empty of the Practice of it; and Chriſtians wow'd 
be what they ought, and Chriſtianity wou d appear to 
be what it really is, if Men wou'd keep the Unity of the 
Spirit, in the Bond of Peace. | 

What has been ſaid thus briefly, may convince ns of 
the great Miſchief and Danger of Schiſm ; and at the 
ſame time make us ſtand amazd to think, that the 
Men who boaſt of ſo much tenderer Conſciences than 
their Neighbours, ſhould make ſo light of the breach 
of a Duty, which is eſſential to the very Life and Be- 


fcrupulonſly nice in Things of an indifferent Nature, 
Mat. 22. and whilſt they ſtrain at Gnat, and are ready to ſwoon 
24. at a Ceremony, ſhould yet have Conſciences ſo large as 


I won'd to God, that all Who are concern'd in this, 
would ſcrioully conſider it, and charge their Conſcien- 
ces with, it. And this brings me to the 2 


of the breach of this great Law lies & Whether the 
 Chiireh has given them that ſeparate ſtom it, any juſt 


«> # 4 
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frequent Practice in weaker Heads, of running from 


ing of the Body of Chriſt, the Church ; and yet be ſo 


to ſwaYow a Camel, that great damning Sin of Schiſm. 


IId. Thing; which was, To inquire where the Fault 


Cauſe , 
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was gruen ? 

T can't tell how their ſeveral Teachers may misfigure 
and miſrepreſent us to their reſpective Parties; and by 
flinging Dirt upon our dear Mother, and calling her 
Corrupt, and Antichriſtian, endeavour to abuſe and ſe- 
duce our weaker and more unwary Brethren. 

But thus much is plainly confeſt by the far greateſt 
Part of them that diſſent from vs, That as we have all, 
ſeo we have none but the ſame Fundamentals, both in 1 

Points of Faith and Practice, with Themſelves. And [1 
unleſs it be with 2rakers.and Arabaptiſts, and ſuch like 
-* Sectts, Men who are a Scandal to the Reformation; and 
the Socinians, who deny the moſt Fundamental Arti- | 
cles of our Creed z we agree in all Eſſentials, with all | 
the reform'd Churches in CHriſtendom. 3 | 

We hold no Doctrine of Infallibility, to make way | 
for as many Errors as we pleaſe, (as it is well known I 

| 
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who does) but make the Scriptures the only infallible 
* Rule of Faith; and conſequently, we don't take away Luke 11. 
** that Key of Knowledge, which ſhou'd let Men into the 52. 


Kingdom of Heaven, but perſwade our People to the q 
uſe of it. We have not inlarg'd the Apoſtle's Creed, "1 


by adding Articles of our own; nor do we join Two 1 
Commandments into One, and then ſplit another to 1 
compleat the Number. Our, Sacraments are no more 9 
than what Chriſt himſelf inſtituted, nor do we cele- - 


brate the Divine Service in an unknown Tongue, and 14 
ſo make our People ſay Amer, to they can't tell what. 
We promiſe Salvation on no other Terms than Faith 

and Obedience; and ſo hold no Power of Indulgences, = 
no buying of Pardons, nor that confeſſing our Sins to i 

| r if 
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2 Tim. 1. 
13. 


a Prieſt, with his abſolving us, will be as effectual to 
Salvation, as a good Life; (thoſe tempting Baits of 
the Church of Rome.) We have renounc'd that ab- 
ſurd ſtupid Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation; we allow of 
no Prayers for the Dead; no Invocation of Saints; no 
worſhipping of Images; nor no Communion in one 
Kind, which, we know, our Saviour inſtituted, and 
the primitive Church adminiſtred in both. In fine, we 
bold faſt the Form of ſound Words; and teach thiſe Things, 


1 Tim. 4. and only thoſe, that become good Doctrine. 


6. 
Gas 


And if they cannot approve of every One of aur 


Nine and thirty Articles, pray what neceſſity is there 
for it? We impoſe neither the Profeſſion, nor the 
Practice of em upon the Laity z they are under no Ob- 


ligation of ſubſcribing or ſwearing to em, but are left 


john 6, If they believe then, that our Church has the Morde 
68. 


at liberty to embrace em, or let em alone; to believe 
em or not; theſe are made no Condition of Commu- 


nion, and an inſufficient Cauſe therefore for Separation. 


of Eternal Liſe; what Pretence can they have for going 


on, the Belief and Profeſſion of Error, or the doing 
of any Thing which God has forbid- tobe done; to 


ſeparate in ſuch a Caſe, is to act well and wiſely, for 


they have the Authority of God to excuſe them from 
their Obedience to Man. Biitfo long as the more mo- 
derate and learned among em have confeſt in their 
Writings, and the moſt of em grant by their Practice, 
that Communion with the Church of Exgland is law- 


ful. and has no harm in it, (which I think they mani- 
feſtly do, by coming to Church, and joining with us 


upon Occaſion ) what Reaſon can be given for their 


nat holding a conſtant Communion witlr us.? To make 
| a Sepa- 


away, and breaking Communion with it? Did our 
Church indeed injoin as the Condition of Communi- 
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> | a Separation in this Caſe, is as unaccountable and un- 
f | reaſonable; as it is unlawful and inexcuſable. For if 
8 it be a Sin to communicate with ns, they ought not, 
t | for the World, to do it once; and if it be no Sin to 
> | do it once, they may, they ought to do it always, Nay; 
| 


— 


* 


the leſs Cauſe there is for Separation, the greatet always 

is the Guilt of it: For to refuſe and renounce Com- 
munion, without any neceſſity for it, is unjuſtly to op- 
| e and diſobey the Governours of the Church, whom 


" [© therule over ; and to break the Peace of the Church, 7. 
and make a Rent and a Schiſm in it, for they know not 


what; and to avoid ſubmitting to a few Trifles, incur Heb. 10. 


the Guile of that Sin, which St. Paul, and St. John, make 23; on 

at leaſt, ſome Degree of Apoſtacy, and which,” in the 5455 0 
judgment of the Primitive Church, Martyrdom it ſelf Cyprian 
© could not expiate. 5 
| Ay but, they: ſay, we have ſo many unneceſfary Rites pates coro- 
and Ceremonies; Things which are uncommanded inn vn 
the Holy Scriptures: And, (as the beſt Things, ina bad?“ “ 
World, are almoſt ſure to have the moſt Enemies, ſo 
notwithſtanding the rapturous lovely Charms of dur 
Liturgy) our Prayers, in particular, are ſaid, by our 
Adverſaries, to be a Form, and a great Hindrance, con- 
ſequently, (if they had no other Faults) to the Spirit 
of Devotion; and ſo, tho* they agree with us in the 
Main of Religion, yet, they think, we have ſeveral 
Things might be much better let alone; and therefore 

look upon Themfſelves-exeus'd, if they leave our Church, 

and its Worſhip, to enjoy a purerCommunion. But, 

what if we have*fome indifferent Things, which are 
neither commanded nor forbid in the Scriptures, which 

onr Church uſes for Decency and Order; can they with 
any Modeſty alledge this, as a ſufficient Ground * 
8 their 


yet St. Paul ſtrictly injoins us to obey, as thoſe that have Heb. is; 
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their withdrawing. their Communion ? when by the 
very ſame Reaſon, they muſt not only ſeparate from 
the 2 09 Circle of the reform'd Churches, but from 
themſelves too, among whom ſomethings are, and muſt 
be. unſcriptural and indifferent, 

What, if we have ſome external Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, which we have no expreſs. Preſcription. and Au- 
thority for in Scripture; yet can they produce any Di- 

Rom. 4. vine Law, which forbids em? and where there is no Law, 
15. there can be no tranſgreſſion. We can ſhew 'em Places of 
Seripture, , which give general Rules to the Church, to 

8 14. let allubings be dome: decently, and in order, and to Pdifica- 
' © #10n;and'whichtheretore plainly conclude theſe Things 
to be left to the Diſcretion of its Governors ; and un- 

leſs they could make it out, that their Impoſitions arc 
Idolatrous, or any ways Sinful, (which 1 think but ve- 
ry few will pretend to do) they are bound, by the 
Ron. 12. great Law of Peace and Unity, to ſubmit, their Judg- 


ments to the Authority of the, Church, and - obey then,, 
Heb: 13. who have the rule over them, which is an expreſs - Com- 
75 mand of the Apoſtle. Wok 


at farther; Do we injoin any of o our Ceremonies as 
necellary Acts of Religion? No, but as orderly ſignifi- 
cant Circumſtances only. We kneel at the Sacrament 
of our Lord's Supper, only, as a Poſture: ſuitable to 
ſo myſterious an Act of Divine Worſhip. . We.uſe the 
Croſs in Baptiſm, only as the propereſt Token to con- 
il feſs our Faith in Chrift crucify'd by: And we wear a 
1 Sur plice in our publick Worſhip, as they do a Cloak or 
l; a Coat, only for Decency. 

And we uſe a Set Form of Prayer, as a proper Means to 
prevent Confuſion and Diviſion, and to keep us off from 
all inſignificant or extravagant Ways of expreſſing our 
1 to that infialtely Wiſe a e Great God we worſhip. 


Nay, 
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Nay, we uſe a Form, becauſe it has deen the Practice of 


the Churches of God in all Ages: The devont Saints of xl at. 26. 

n KF? the Old. Teſtament pray'd by Forms, and ſo did our 44. 

- * Bleſſed Lord in the New, and he lefti his Difciples one l 
t to pray by, who, notwithſtanding, certainly pray d by | 


the Spirit of God. And the greateſt Part of our Prayers [ 
being Primitive, and all of 'em exact and comprehen- 
R five, they may pray by this Form with as much Zeal 


and Devotion, and l'm ſure with a great deal more 1 
„Truth and Knowledge, than they can do by the very 1 
i BS beſt extempore Effuſions. ©6113 

2 And whatever Objections, in the laſt Place, have | 
been made againſt Epiſcopacy, either as a popiſh or an 4 
5 F7 uſurped Inſtitution, yet if there be any Truth in Hi. 1] 


ſtory, may not add? even in the Goſpel it ſelf; or 
any dependance upon the Teſtimony of all Ages, eſpe- 
* cially the beſt, the neareſt to the Apoſtolical Times; 4 
wie are as ſure as theſe can make us, that the Subjection h 
| and Subordination of Presbyters and Deacons to Bi- | 1 
* ſhops, in the Government of our Church, is correfpon- © 4 
dent to that of the Apoſtolical Hierarchy ; and that the | 
© firſt Biſhops were ordain'd and made by the Apoſtles 
> 7 themſelves, to be their Succeſſors, in the Care and Go- 
" 3 vernment of the Churches of Chriſt, and in the ſame 
- | proportionable Degrees of Superiority over Prieſtsand | 
' 7 Deacons, asthey had over the Seventy, or Seventy two j 
Diſciples. N | 
. By what has been ſaid thus briefly, I hope, it ap- 
Ipears, that their chicfeſt Pretences for Separation are = 
= inſufficient and unwarrantable; and that they, who 7 
withdraw themſelves from the Communion of gur 
Church upon ſuch: Scruples, would have done the ſame 
even by the Apoſtolical and Primitive Churches them- 
# ſelves. For, ha ve we a ſupetior Order in the Church, 
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. calF'd Biſhops, to ordain and inſpect and govern the in- 

_ ferior Clergy 2? So had they, even before the firſt Schifm 

of Corinth. They pray'd by ſtanding Forms, as well as 
we. And in the Time of the very Apoſtles, they had their 
_wvurtge, and Agape, their common Banquets, and Love- 
Feaſts, and the Holy Kiſs after the Communion; and 
many more Ceremonies, much more liable to Cenfure 
than ours ; and in Three or Four Centuries, we find 
their Number ſo {well'd, that they were often cry di out 

of as a Burden; but we never find, with all Mens Com- 

pla ints, that ever any Chriſtians diſturb'd the Peace of 
their Churches, or ſeparated upon account of them. 

The Church of Esgland then is a pure and a primi- 

tive Chureh, elear from Offence and Scandal; and we 

Can jaftifie her in all: Points, unleſs it be in ſome want 

of Diſcipline; which yet is not the Fault of our Conſti- 

.tution ; for ſhe particularly, once a Near, expreſſes her 

See ibe ſolemn Deſire, That: the Diſcipline of the ancient Church 

| 1% Een. might be reſtor'd in its due Power and Vigour. I wiſh 

minaion. the Sons of the Church could juſtifie themſelves as cafi- 

ly as they can do their Mother z and vindicate the In- 

-nocence of their Lives, as well-as they may the Purity 

of their. Religion. 


III. I take the Confidence now to proceed to the 
Third Thiog, which was, Io ſhewhow we, the Members, 
and the e rod eſpecially, of this pure Church ought | | 
to behave and carry our ſelves, that we may neither in 

1 Tim. 5. cur the breach of Unity and Charity our ſelves, nor 

22. be Partakers with them in their Sins, #hat do. 


And the beſt Carriage I can recommend, as well to- 
. wards thoſe that are without, as them that are within 
the Church, will be in the Words of my Text, by en- 


deavouring 


leges of the Church, that to be excommunicated, and 
to be deliver d up to Satan, were Terms equivalent; and 

who that has either read-or heard of their publick Te- 4 
ſtimanies of a true Sorrow and Repentance, of their 4 
Humiliation for many Years, of their Tears and Fa-. [1 
ſing, and their CT” HU to be reſtor'd a- [4 
215 | gain | 


4 2 j 
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£ * gdeavonting to keep the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond d L 
as Pence. Which great Duty will be fully obſerv'd by us; if, | | 
ir © Fit, We keep cloſe to our eſtabliſh'd Church; ſub- 
e- mitting our ſelves to its Authority, frequenting its Re- | 
id ligious Aſſemblies, and zealouſly obſerving its Rules | 
re and Ordinances. | 1 
d 2, If we maintain an univerſal Charity and good 1 
M Will cowards our Diſſenting Brethren ; not deſpifing i 
1- |} the weakeſt, but preſerving a due Temper and Condèſ- 1 
3f | cenſion to their Infirmities. As to the | 
. = Firſt, We have the Honour and the Happineſs to be 4 
. born and bred up in the beſt Church in the Chriſtian [| 
6e World ; and bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be the Goodnefs 1 
me | of God to us! We {till live in the full Enjoyment of-it. | 
J. A Church, as I have ſhewn you, which has nothing in 1 
it, but what is Orthodox and Regular, and-excellently 3 
h | fram d to promote Piety and Vertne:z a*Church which # 
zs not naked or flovenly for want of Ceremonies, nor 1 
- | yet too pompous and gaudy by the Exceſs of em, but, 1 
1— like the temperate Situation of the Iſland ſhe is built 
| upon, retains the pure, the golden Mean betwixt thote 1 
7 Two different and dangerous Extreams, the fiery Heats 1 
of Popery and Superſtition, and the cold frozen Stiff- 1 
e neſs of Fanaticiſm. | | | { 
„ And now, ſhall any Artifices or Arguments of thoſe 4 
57 that lie in wait to deceive, be ſufficient to move a Man '1 
* to relinquiſh and divide from ſuch a Church? The Pri- | 
- mitive Chriſtians bad ſuch a high Eſteem of the Privi- 4 
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gain to Communion, would have ever thought that 
there ſhould have come a Time, that Men fnonld noet 
only willingly, and of their own aceord out themſeflves 
off from it, but even count it a Piece of Glory to do fo; | 
and meaſure and judge of their own Holineſs; by their 
diſtance from it > The Church of Chriſt; Brethren) bas | 
the ſame invaluable Privileges and Benefits in it now, 
which it had then; and that, which by the Goodneſi 
of God, and the Piety of our Fore-Fathets, is eſta- 
bliſh'd in this Nation, is a ſound Part of the Catholick 
Church, the true ancient Chriſtianity :: Let us then re- # 
3. member how we have receiv'd and heard, and bold faſt, and 
not run our ſelves. into any Hazards or Dangers: by 
leaving the Communion of a Church where we may 
certainly be ſafe; but let us all, both Prieſts and Peo- 
ple, ſhew ſuch eminent Signs of a true Love and and 
Affection for the Beauty and Purity of God's Worſhip, 
by a conſtant Attendance,a lively uſeful Dendtiencand! 

2 Zeal proportionable to its excellent Goodneſs, that 
the Church may recover its ancient Luſtre and Vene- 1 
ration. We don't know what a prevailing. Influenſe 
fuch' a Behaviour wou d have upon the Ad verſaries of 
our Eſtabliſiment; however; it wou d certainly not | 
miſs of this bleſſed Effect, that it wow'd confirm and 
inliven its Friends. y 
And above all, let me perſwade you, who are of our 4 
own Communion, and you eſpecially, who have the 
Honour to miniſter in it, to adorn the Church by your 
exemplary Lives, and to ſhew to all the World, how 
glorious a Reformation of Life, our reform'd Conſtitu- 
tion is able to produce. For if ever we would have our 
Religion effectually recommended in the World, it muſt 
be by our unbla mea ble Lives, and our heavenly Con- 
W Such. a Behaviour would be of: all Things, 
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the beſt Means of reſtoring our Breaches; the moſt like- 
ly to win upon our Brethren, and reconcile their Minds 
to our Religion: It is of all others the moſt irreſiſtable 
Enemy, and the trueſt and beſt Friend. We ſee how 
bad Opinions will recommend themfelves under a ſeem- 
ing Shew of SanCtity ; and tho? we hold the Truth, yet _ 5 
If it be in unrighteonſueſt, and we don't live according 

co it, tis in vain to ſtand up for it with Arguments; we 
give it a Wound with our bad Lives, which all our 
* good Words can never heal. | 


OE . FY 25 


YH | | 
H 2dly, The other Branch of this Duty, which I defire | 
particularly to recomend to your Practice, is a kind 
And gentle Behaviour towards our weaker diſſenting 1 
Brethren : And I urge this Duty with the greater Con- 1 
fidence, becauſe it is the expreſs Method laid down b | 
S. Paul before theText,With all lowlineſs and meekneſs with En. & 
long-ſuffering, forbearing one another in lobe. We have felt 4 
the diſmal Influences of a cruel fiery Religion from all 1 
Quarters ; here from Enthuſiaſm, and a private Spirit; 4 
there from a pretended Catholick One. But God for- 1 
bid that this unchriſtian Diſgrace ſhould Tight uponthe 1 
Church of England, which has been always as untaint- ; 
ed in its Charity, as its Loyalty. We may ſet our 
Hands to this; That no Religion is true, but what is 
Peaceable as well as Pure ; and as we profeſs our ſelves James 3: 
Members of a purer Church than others, ſo let us be 
ſiure to go beyond all others in Condeſcenſion and good 
y Nature. Indeed we have ſome Enemies, and particu- 
larly thoſe of the Church of Rome, that we muſt hard- 
ly ever hope to prevail upon by the wiſeft and kindeſt 
Methods ; their Errors are ſo many, and ſo unreaſona- 
ble, and ſome of em ſo monſtroufly cruel and barba- 
.rous, ( eſpecially' towards us Hereticks ) that we maſt 
cheat our ſelves, if we hope for any Peace and Agree- 
N | 15 ment, 


*1 C 2 
8 „ 


A Viſitation Sermon, Kc. 


equivocared. With theſd 
therefore we muſt vigorouſſy maintain the Terms of 


ment, but what is deceitful and 0 


Diſtinction ; and whatever Oppoſition we can make; 


whatever Diſgraces we can put upon ſuch pernicious 
Errors, within our own Sphere, all this we may, we 
axe oblig'd to do. 1 

But there are at hers that part from us about Thin 


of quite another Nature; ſome ſqueamiſh Diſtaſts; 


fame: fanciful Diflikes, only about the external Modes 
of our Worſhip. With theſe; the Mildneſs of Chriſti- 


anity teaches us Candour and Love and Gentleneſs: 


'We mult pity their Perſons, all the while we are con- 
futing their Errors, and by no means fall a railingand 
throwing Dirt upon em; but ſtrive to cool and allay 


their Heat about leffer Matters, by the moſt powerful 


Confutation of a meeker Behaviour; and be content to 
ſacrifice our Inclinations, by making what Condeſcen- 


tions we can, provided they: be without impairing our 


own Conſtitution. - 

I ſay; without impairing our own Conſtitution; for 
we muſt never be ſo complaiſant as to give up all to 
their-Humours ; and, under a Pretence of our Zeal for 
Peace; betray-our Religion: Such a Zeal for Peace, as 


this, would not end in true Peace, but in an irreligious 


Diſtraction and Confuſion. 


I make little or no doubt on't, but the moſt zealous 
Defenders, and the beſt Friends of the Eſtabliſhd Wor- 


ſhip of our Church; for the compaſſing ſo great, ſo 
good an End: as: Peace and Unity, and to cloſe up 
our unhappy Church-Diviſions; -. and make us one 
intire and well-compagQed Body, would not infiſt u 


leſſer Matters; but comply in any reaſonable Conceſſi- 


ons. If. ſuppoſe, the omitting a leſs material Part or 


Cireumſtance of our Worſhip, would effect our ſo much 
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deſit d, and, at this time eſpecially, ſo uſeful,” ſo very 
ſeaſonable an Union; poflbly our Governours migift 
quit their juſt Rights in ſuch a Caſe, to have their Coni- 
pany and their Hearts at our Churches. But if nothing 
will ſatisfy em, but the having our Common-Prayer-Books © 
from us, we will bold them faſt, (for they are a For 
of ſound Words ) and not give 'em up for tlie wild Ef. 
uſions of extempote Devotions, © Or, if they are for le- 
velling us to a Parity of Church-metnber-ſhip, and ta- 
king away the wg ep dong of Biſhops over Prieſts and 
Deacons ; what is this, but plainly to undermine and 
pull down our Church; totſtabliil their own upon the 
Ruins of it? And we will therefore ſacrifice our Lives 
(if need be) in Defence of that Apoſtolical, and con- 
equently ſo wile, ſo good an Inſtitution. But I begin 
to find in what a tender Point I am engaged; and 
leave it therefore to proceed in the | 


IVth. and Laſt Place, To make two vr three very ſhort 
Ne fledt ont upon what has been ſaid, and ſo conclude. 
And the-- 

Firſt is this, That it is no real Prejudice and Exce p- 
tion againſt our Church, that there are ſo many who 
ſeparate and divide from it. For if Unity was a Mark 
of the traue Church, as the Roinaniſtt bear us in Hand, 
they that advance this Principle, will find it to fall as 
heavy upon themſelves as us 3 whoſe Church perhaps, 
upon a wn Er ry;(notwithſtanding all their boaſted U- 
nion) may be found to be as much divided, as durs: And 
but for the Inquiſition, and ſuch cruel Methods of fixing 
their People to their Communion, would, very probably, 


be much more. But in Truth, the Objection is falſe, and 
concludes nothin 


for, or againſt us, or themſelves. The 
4a; we read, were at Unity amony 


falſe Prophets of 
"4 - hr then. 
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themſelves in theDays of Elijalz and ſo were the Seribe⸗ 
and Phariſees in our Saviour's Time : Were they there- 
fore of the true Religion? There were Schiſent in the 


. Apoſtolical Churches themſelves, and damnable Hereſres 
and Separations from them: Nay,we read of no leſs than 


five thouſand Diſciples that ſeparated fromChriſt himſelf 
all at once, and left him only hisTwelveApoftles remain- 
ing z and yet Chriſhianity it (elf is falſe, if our Saviour's 
Church was not a true one. And ſo long as our Do- 
ctrines are all Divine and Orthodox, and our whole 
Worſhip, to ſay the leaſt of it, lawful; it can be 
no juſt Exception againſt our Church, that we are o- 
ver-run with ſo many. Sects and Diviſions. For People 
may be moſt united, where there is leaſt Truth: And 
there may be more Truth profeſt in a Church, where 
there are Differences and Diviſions fromit, than where 
there are none. A al a Ex 
Secondly, What has been Taid does ſufficiently juſtify 
the Church of "England, in forſaking the Communion 
of the Church of Rome, and reforming it ſelf as it has 
done. For I will ſuppoſe, that we were once de Jure 
her Subjects and Members which yet is atterly falſe ; 
{ for the Supremacy of the Biſhop of Rame over all 
Chriſtian Churches in the World, as Bellarmiue calls itz 
is a Point which Antiquity and the Scriptures are per- 
fectly ſilent in:) But, I ſay, bean we were once 
her Subjects z yet ſhe having added ſuch enormous and 
evident Errors in Faith, and ſuch notorionſly unlawful 
Idolatrous Practices in Worſhip, as I have before men- 
tion d, and made em ſuch peremptory indiſpenſible 
Conditions of Communion, that we muſt either ſin in 
holding Communion with her, or ſeparate from her; 


the withdrawing our Obedience was fo far from being 
à Sin and a Schiſm in us, that it was a neceſſary . 


(St. 
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told us, that we o ongbt to obey a, 


fs the Qceafton, 
It would have been a bleſſed thing indeed that we 


could both have united in a Reformation; but when 
they hated to be Reformed, and Peace with dur pretend 
ed Father on Earth could not be had upon eaſier Terms 
than a voluntary offending againſt our Father which is 
in Heaven ; the Obligation we have to the Laws of God 


is prior to thoſe of the Church; 5 and we had therefore 


no ſafe Remedy left, but to withdraw and reform. 
8 * and Laſily, Since we are happy in being Mem- 
truly piwitive and the beſt conſtituted Church 
in Forld,; et the Remembrance and Reflection up- 
on this. encourage and animate our Hopes, that the 
good Providence of God will now always, as hitherto 


it hath: done, favourably concern it ſelf for its Pro- 


tection and Ptofperi ity. 

The Truth is, we have the moſt encouragi ner 
dents of God's peculiar Love and Concern for this 
Church above all other. It is not, for Inſtance, an 


Age ago, that God appear'd in a viſibly miraculous 
Manner for it, that Bleſſed Anniverſary, which we are to 


Morrow to commemorate ; when it emerged out of 
(humanly ſp king Jyinſuperable Difficulties and Dan- 

gers ; and from the very laſt Struggles, when all Hopes 
of Life were given over, rais'd up its ſtately awful 

Head on a ſudden, with full Strength and Vigour. And 

in how many other ſurprizing Deliverances, both be- 

fore and ſince, God has made bare his Arm in its De- 

fence, are too many at this time to be reckon'd up, but 
can at no time ſurely.be forgotten by us. 


And now, ſhall a little Thunder, or blackening of 


the Clouds 2. Shall a few juſinuating Whiſpers, ſome 
* L La. 1 * ſcans” 
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.  _ ſcandalous diſloyal Rumours, ſome 

Mien that lie in wait to doubt and i 
it ? No, by no means. 

Favour, in placing over us the Tendereſt and moſt Indulgent 

. other. Inſtances, her unexampled Bounty; methinks this 


And Protection of our. Religion. againſt all Enemies whatſo- 
ever; that our Religion is the ſame which Chriſt nd 6 


_ nity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peach 
pal. 2.5, And we tnay triumph in that Song 


M. © — * 


ſonable Jealouſies of 
iſe, tempt us ſo far to 
diſcredit our Religion, and diſhonour our God, as to think 
our Church in danger, and call in queſtion. his Aſſiſtance of 


For befides that God has given us ſuch an'Earneſt of his 


Mother of the Church, we ever yet knew.z- witneſs, among 


ſhould give us a pleaſing Hope, a ſure Truſt. in God's Care 


which his Apoſtles preact'd, and which the firſt and 
Chriſtians unanimouſly profeſs'd and prada ; and 
therefore i the Head our Church, the Protector a 


273 Mins 
Away then with al-Deſpondencyand Diſtfaſt in God; away 
with all Complaints and Doubtings of the nduct of our Go- 
vernours; tis only requir'd of us to ſhew fþrth the Goodneſs 
of our Religion, by the Godlineſs of our Lfves ; and as all is 
ſecure and well, ſo our Church will be ſafe for ever. Peace 
"hall be within her Borders, and ſhe ſhall flouriſh ſtill more and more, 
nll the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt her. 
I any thiag interrupt theſe Promiſes, and-bring Deſolati- 
on upon our Church, it will be the Sins and Miſcarriages of 
its Members. But. if we amend our Lives; if. we ſerve and 
fear God, honour the Queen, obey our rer norz in Church 
and State, and love our Brother, 25 Naur ing to keep the U- 
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race will be upon us 
| the Pſalmiſt, I will not 
be afraid of Ten Thouſands of People, that have fet themſelves 4. 
gainſt me round about. Sulvation belongeth unto. the Lord: Thy 
Bleſſing is _ thy People. ! | | ig 
To which Great God our Maker, to God the Son our Sa- 
viour and Deliverer, and God the Holy Ghoſt our Sanc- 
tifier and Preſerver, Three Perſons, and One God, be 
aſcrib'd, as is moſt due, all Ho Glory, both now 
and for evermore, Amen. On E. 
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